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ision: 


The  act  or  power  of  seeing 
Sight 

The  special  sense  by  which 
the  qualities  ofanobiect 
las  color,  luminosity,  shape 
and  size!  constituting  its 
appearance  are  [tterceived  and 
mediated  by  the  eye 


vision: 


The  act  or  power  of  imagination 
Mode  of  seeing  or  conceiving 
Unusual  discernment  or  foresight 


There  is  only  one  internalional  organi- 
zation which  has  adopted  as  its  mission 
the  prewntion  and  treatment  of  blinding 
retinal  degeneratiir  diseases  and  the 
hopeofi’ision  through  I’ision. 


MESSAGE  FROM  THE  BOARD 
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into  the  workings  of  the  eye  have 
been  ongoing  for  thousands  of 
years,  it  is  only  within  the  last  ten 
years  that  a formalized  concen- 
trated approach  to  retinal 
degenerative  diseases  has  been 
instituted  With  the  formation  of 
the  National  RP  Foundation  in 
1971  and  the  dedication  of  the 
Berman-Gund  lab  in  1974.  re- 
search specifically  geared  for  this 
one  family  of  blinding  eye 
disorders  began. 

The  field  of  medical  research 
is  much  like  the  corporate  busi- 
ness arena  To  succeed  in  either 
involves  a great  deal  of  personal 
and  professional  risk,  and  large 
investments  of  both  time  and 
money  In  the  end.  there  are  no 
guarantees  that  either  effort  will 
succeed 

In  ten  short  years,  the  field 
of  research  into  retinal  degenera- 
tive diseases  has  grown  a hun- 


dredfold The  RP  Foundation  has 
been  the  driving  force  behind  this 
growth  Byprovidingdirection 
and  coordination  through  the 
leadership  of  its  Scientific  Advi- 
sory Board,  an  expanding  series  of 
research  projects  have  been  under- 
taken in  an  organized,  focused 
approach — each  subsequent 
project  building  on  the  success 
or  failure  of  the  previous  one 
These  individual  investigative 
efforts  have  all  been  undertaken 
within  the  context  of  an  extra- 
ordinary spirit  of  cooperation 
Case  information,  medical  his- 
tories. and  results  are  all  shared 
and  discussed  and  evaluated — in 
almost  constant  dialogue 

The  Foundation's  philosophy 
to  provide  "seed " money  [initial 
investment  capitall  for  promising 
research  efforts  has  proven  suc- 
cessful in  triggering  federal 
support  through  the  National  Eye 
Institute  Each  dollar  raised  by 


the  Foundation  has  actually  pro- 
duced additional  dollars  for 
retinal  research 

Now  with  this  report  as  we 
look  back  on  the  first  ten  years, 
we  see  major  accomplishments 

• a growth  in  the  number  of 
talented  eye  specialists  who 
have  dedicated  their  work, 
their  ideas  and  techniques 
to  these  problems. 

• a revolution  in  the  testing 
of  individuals  to  diagnose 
retinal  degenerative  diseases 

• a greater  awareness  of  the 
number  of  people  who  are 
affected,  the  needs  of  these 
individuals  and  their  ability' 
to  persevere 

yfet  with  these  developments 
we  are  impatient  with  the  rate  of 
our  progress — and  we  will  remain 
impatient  as  long  as  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  people  continue  to 
lose  their  vision  to  these  insidious 
eye  diseases 


As  we  enter  our  second 
decade,  our  goal  continues  to  be 
"the  discovery  of  the  cause  pre- 
vention and  treatment  of  retinitis 
pigmentosa  and  other  inherited 
retinal  degenerations  " In  order 
to  achieve  this  goal,  the  Founda- 
tion must  broaden  substantially 
its  sources  of  financial  support 
This  is  our  commitment  for  the 
eighties 


Cordon  Cund 
Vice  Chairman 


Bernard  Berman 

President 


Electron  micro- 
scopes provide  the 
ultimate  In  sophisti- 
cated analysis  of 
retinal  structure 
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EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR'S  MESSAGE 


Oculareumlna- 
(lons  with  special 
Inslniments  provide 
specialized  clinical 
Information  on  pa- 
tients with  Retinitis 
Pigmentosa  and 
related  retinal 
degenerations 


W this  annual 

report,  the  RP  Foundation  begins 
its  i I th  year  of  operation  While 
most  organizations  arrive  at  such 
thresholds  with  triumph,  ours,  as 
might  be  expected,  is  a bitter- 
sweet distinction  We  are  proud 
of  the  distance  we  have  come  but 
disappointed  that  our  quest  for 
such  difficult  answers  is  still  in- 
complete Our  initial  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  for  success  has  been 
replaced  with  a determined  reali- 
zation that  continuing  a methodi- 
cal approach  will  work  and  our 
goals  will  be  achieved! 

Our  initial  vision  has  been 
clarified  with  additional  research 
knowledge  and  refocused  by  our 
commitment  to  succeed 

We  have  reaffirmed  the  fact 
that  the  multi-disciplined  research 
approach  wherein  researchers 
in  various  fields  share  their 
knowledge  does  produce  results 
Increasingly,  our  researchers  con- 
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tinue  to  be  recognized  for  their 
creative,  industrious  efforts  in 
their  respective  fields 

During  this  past  year,  the 
Foundation's  achievements  in- 
clude the  following 

• A new  Director  of  Devel- 
opment was  hired  to 
develop  and  expand  a 
national  fundraising  effort 
for  corporations  and 
foundations 

• A Human  Services  Pro- 
gram which  established 
new  goals  and  dimensions 
and  increased  the  national 
registry  substantially 

• An  extensive  coordinated 
Public  Awareness  Program 
which  reached  an  audi- 
ence in  excess  of  140  mil- 
lion people  during  the 
past  year 

No  Executive  Direaor's  re- 
port would  be  complete  without 
the  appropriate  word  of  thanks  to 


the  22.000  volunteers  working 
around  the  country,  the  national 
staff  and  field  representatives 
who  assist  them  and  the  National 
Board  ofTrustees 


Dennis  L Hartenstine 

Ewcufjwc  Difecfcx 
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Throufth  careful 
study  and  exper- 
imentation with 
ocular  cells  and  tis- 
sues. research  cen- 
ters all  over  the 
world  continue  to 
delect  clues  to  the 
mechanisms  of  reti- 
nal degeneration 


RESEARCH 


s 

^^iiinificant  progress 
towards  understanding  the 
causes  of  retinal  degenerative 
diseases  has  been  made  by  the 
RP  Foundation  research  program 
to  date  This  section  of  the  report 
prepared  by  Dr  Alan  Laties,  M.D,, 
Chairman  of  the  Scientific  Ad- 
visory Board,  describes  much  of 
the  important  work  contributed 
to  this  significant  progress 

1 . GYRATE  ATROPHY 

TREATMENT  TRIAL 

Gyrate  Atrophy  is  a some- 
what rare  form  of  retinitis  pig- 
mentosa, Recently.  RP  researchers 
have  discovered  that  the  cause  of 
this  condition  is  linked  to  a defec- 
tive enzyme.  As  a result,  a trial 
treatment  program  based  on  diet 
regulation  has  been  developed 

2 RETINITIS  PIGMENTOSA 
PIGMENT  EPITHELIUM 
RESEARCH 

The  retina  is  lined  by  a spe- 


cialized cell  layer  called  the  reti- 
nal pigment  epithelium  I RPEI. 
Through  recent  studies  using 
animals,  it  is  now  known  that  the 
actual  fault  in  retinal  degeneration 
occurs  in  this  specialized  layer  of 
cells  rather  than  in  the  rods  and 
cones  of  the  retina  itself  A deli- 
cate. difficult  process  has  been 
undertaken  successfully  in  three 
RP  Centers  to  study  the  RPEs 
biochemistry 

3 EARLY  DIAGNOSIS 

Pioneering  work  in  examina- 
tion. classification,  and  diagnosis 
of  retinitis  pigmentosa  and  allied 
hereditary  retinal  degenerations 
has  been  done  in  several  of  the 
RP  centers  These  efforts  are 
crucial  to  progress  toward  the 
understanding  of  the  causes  of 
hereditary  retinal  degenerations 

4 TAURINE 

An  essential  amino  acid  for 
vision  Although  its  specific  func- 
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tion  is  not  known,  taurine  is 
present  in  a normal  retina  in  high 
concentration  When  diet  is  defi- 
cient in  taurine,  cats  progressively 
lose  their  vision  Simultaneously, 
electroretinographic  changes 
occur  which  are  similar  in  several 
essential  respects  to  those  that 
occur  in  retinitis  pigmentosa  The 
search  continues  fora  link  be- 
tween taurine  and  some  forms  of 
hereditary  retinal  degeneration 

5  VISUAL  ACUITY 

Most  of  us  equate  visual 
acuity  with  the  ability  to  read 
Snellen  letters — the  familiar  "E" 
charts  used  by  eye  doctors  the 
world  over  Retinitis  Pigmentosa 
Foundation  supported  eye  re- 
search has  recently  shown  that 
performance  on  the  “E " chart  can 
be  deceptive  Providing  an 
accurate  measurement  of  an 
individual's  ability  to  see  low 
contrasts  is  important  in  the 


evaluation  of  that  person  s disa- 
bility and  in  planning  a reasonable 
program  to  overcome  it 

6  BIOCHEMICAL  ANALYSIS 
In  a successful  attempt  to 
make  the  most  efficient  use  of 
donor  eyes,  scientists  at  one  RP 
center  perfected  a "button"  tech- 
nique By  this  means  a single 
donor  eye  serves  as  a source  for 
thirty  samples  each  of  which  in 
turn  can  be  subject  to  bio- 
chemical analysis  Needless  to 
say.  this  technique  magnifies  the 
value  of  a donor  eye  greatly,  per- 
mitting as  it  does  a marked  in- 
crease in  the  efficiency  of  use 


CENTER  GRANTS 
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1980-61 

Grants 

1981-82 

Commitments 

The  Berman-Cund  Uboratory- 
for  the  Study  of  Retinal  Degen- 
erations at  the  Massachusetts 
Ewand  Ear  Infirmary 

Harvard  Medical  School 

Boston  MA 

Eliot L Berson  MD  Principal 
Investigator  RossB  Edwards 

Ph  D Bernard  Rosner  Ph  D 

Susan Y Schmidt  PhD  Michael 

A Sandberg  Ph  D R Bruce 

Swmler  PhD 

SI  10373 

SI3I  146 

The  New  York  University 

Medical  Center  New’ttork  NY 

Ronald  Carr  M D Principal 
Investigator  Harris Ripps  PhD 
Irwin  Siegel  Ph  D Manoucher 
Shakib  M D 

S 84  100 

S 43  823 

TheWilmer  Institute  of  The 
lohns  Hopkins  Hospital 
Baltimore  MD 

Daniel  Finkelsiein  M D Principal 
Investigator  FredFitzke  BSc 
lames  McDonald  PhD  Robert 
Massof  Ph  D Irene  Maumenee 

M D Magda  Reissig  Ph  D 

0 Simmel.  M D 

S 79  252 

S 75  547 

The  Riles  Stein  Institute  of 
the  University  of  California  at 
Los  Angeles  Los  Angeles  CA 

Debora Farbcr  PhD  Principal 
Investigator.  Dean  Bok  Ph  6 

David  Chase,  Ph  D Michael  0 

Hat!  Ph  D lohn  Heckenlively 

M D Ph  D Richard  lx>!ley,  Ph  D 
Roberta  Meyers-Elliott  Ph  D 

S 49894 

S 04  578 

Institute  of  Ophthalmology 
University  of  London 
Moorfields  Eye  Hospital 
London.  England 

lohn  Marshall  Ph  D Principal 
Investigator  Alan  Bird  MO 

F R C S . Principal  Investigator 
Gillian  Clover  W 1 Ernst  David 
Faulkner  Barry  lay  M lay 

C Kemp  D Powell  MaryMoaden 

S102 595 

SIOOOOO 

Cullen  Eye  Institute  Baylor 
College  of  Medicine  Hermann 
Eye  Center  University  of  Texas 
Medical  School  Houston  TX 

loeC  HollyReld  PhD  Principal 
Investigator.  Charles  A Garcia 

M D Principal  investigator 

Robert  E Anderson  Ph  D Scott 
Basinger  Ph  D C David  Bridges 
PhD  lackT  Holladay  MD  Frank 
Kretzer  M D Dominic  l am  Ph  D 
Richard  Lewis  M 0 Linda 
Mewis-Levin  M 0 

5127906 

S137  156 

1980-81 

Grants 


CollcRe  of  Physicians  Sur- 
Roons.  Columbia  University 
New  York  City  NY 

University  of  Illinois  Eye 
Ear  Infirmary  Chicago  IL 


Medical  College  of  Virginia 
Virginia  Commonwealth  Univ 
Richmond  VA 


PeicrCouras  M D Principal  $65,451 

Investigator  Wary  Flood.  PhD 
lames  Haley 

Gerald  Fishman  WD  Principal  $ 32637 

Investigator  lose  Cunha-Vaz  MD 
Roger  I.  Klingaman  PhD 
Rockefellers  L Vbung  PhD 

Walter E Nance  MD  PhD  S 51923 

Principal  Investigator  Ioann 
Boughman  Ph  D Principal 
Investigator 


Other  Activities: 

Animal  Facility  For  the  acquisition  care  and  dis-  S 25  000 

tnbution  of  dogs  with  hereditary 
retinal  degenerations  Thedogs 
are  kept  at  Federated  Medical 
Resources  Honeybrook  PA 

Scientific  Workshop  Clinicians  were  invited  to  partici-  S 17000 

pate  ata  workshop  held  in  Sarasota 
Fla  to  discuss  conformity  in  clinical 
testing  and  diagnosis 


Career  Development  Award: 

Samuel  C lacobson  Training  program  in  ocular  $ 32  624 

psychophysics  and  physiology  in 
preparation  for  career  m RP 
research 


1981-82 

Commitments 
S 87000 

S 40000 

S 45  996 

S 30.000 

S 12000 

$ 43  200 
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SclentJfk  ArfvKory  Board 
Alan  MO 
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Vtafhevr  Alr<t^n  Ph  D 
nerfvardB<x‘  - MO 
Edward  O-fl-  r VD 
DowlinC  PhD 
Uy  M Fnocb  Wi  D 
Ccnki  F.  Fonda  M D 
RoNnscm  Harley  M D 
R<hafdM  H.l  f^D 
Ruth  Hubbard  Ph  D 
Wayne  Hufchdi  Ph  D 
Matthew  laVtyii  PhO 
Arnall  Pat/  M D 
Richard  1 Stdman  MD 
CeoracWald  PhD 
Richard*’*"  ."  PhD 


Specialists  in  electro- 
physiology anatomy 
biochemistry  ai>d 
genetics  worlt 
together  in  a muid- 
disclpiined  effort  to 
explain  the  complex 
mechanisms  In- 
volved in  retinal 
function  and 
deterioration 
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HUMAN  SERVICES 


The  RP  Foundation 
has  established 
Diagnostic  laborato- 
ries specializing  In 
electrophysiology, 
psychophysics,  and 
photography  In  an 
effort  to  precisely 
monitor  the  func- 
tions of  the  retina 
and  further  explore 
special  visual  flelds 


T 

Xhe  needs  of  individ- 
uals who  suddenly  discover  that 
they  are  gradually  losing  their 
vision  from  degenerative  diseases 
of  the  retina  grow  with  every  dif- 
ferent daily  encounter  The  Foun- 
dation's Human  Services  program 
was  developed  to  help  these 
people  to  better  deal  with  the  dif- 
ficulties which  are  unique  to  this 
group  of  progressive  hereditable 
visual  disorders  Through  this 
Human  Services  program,  indi- 
vidual questions  are  answered 
directly,  service  referrals  are 
researched  and  developed  and  a 
large  professional  educational 
program  is  maintained  The  Foun- 
dation's confidential  national 
registry  is  periodically  surveyed 
for  needs  assessment  and  updated 
for  research  treatment  informa- 
tion Supporting  the  needs  of  the 
visually  handicapped  population 
in  legislative  forums  is  a major 
component  of  the  Foundation  s 
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Human  Services  program  Through 
such  efforts,  the  Foundation  has 
helped  obtain  third  party  pay- 
ment of  the  ITT  Night  Vision  Aid 
in  a number  of  states 

Through  a major  outreach 
program,  screening  centers  for 
the  Night  Vision  Aid  have  ex- 
panded from  13  to  17  in  the  last 
year  This  increases  the  oppor- 
tunity for  individuals  to  obtain 
screening  of  low  vision  devices 
such  as  the  ITT  Night  Vision  Aid 

A cooperative  program  with 
the  Corning  Class  Works  Corpora- 
tion has  resulted  in  the  availability 
of  new  sunglasses  for  the  patient 
with  retinitis  pigmentosa 

For  the  first  time,  a survey 
was  undertaken  to  determine  the 
unique  needs  of  young  people 
who  have  retinal  degenerative 
diseases 

Also  through  the  Human 
Services  department,  plans  were 
developed  for  a national  confer- 


ence which  would  draw  together 
for  the  first  time  professionals 
and  researchers  in  the  field  arrd 
individuals  from  around  the  world 
A brochure  geared  to  the 
newly  diagnosed  RP  patient  was 
developed  and  distributed  to  all 
eye  doaors  in  the  country  As  a 
result  hundreds  of  new  patients 
were  introduced  to  the  Founda- 
tion during  the  latter  part  of  the 
fiscal  year 

The  dialogue  maintained 
through  the  Human  Services  pro- 
gram is  essential  to  both  the 
growth  of  the  Foundation  and  the 
expansion  of  its  research  program 


UDLUNTEER  NETWORK 
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1 l.iMngvision  in  re- 
search programs  and  in  design  of 
an  organizational  structure  to 
combat  an  elusive  problem  like 
retinitis  pigmentosa  is  of  little 
consequence  without  the  man- 
power to  implement  them,  For- 
tunately. the  RP  Foundation  has. 
through  its  60  affiliate  groups, 
mobilized  a workforce  of  over 
22.000  dedicated  volunteers  The 
volunteers  provide  the  energy',  co- 
operation and  strength  for  the 
special  event  fundraisers,  the 
health  fairs,  the  bike-a-thons  and 
countless  other  RP  events.  At  the 
same  time,  they  provide  morale 
and  emotional  support  by  acting 
as  information  and  referral  units 
for  newly  diagnosed  people  with 
retinitis  pigmentosa.  Ushers  syn- 
drome or  macular  degeneration 
Importantly  these  volunteer 
hours  liberate  the  RP  Foundation 
from  the  necessity'  of  a staff  opera- 
tion thus  freeing  up  more  dollars 


for  critical  research  proiects  A 
cooperative  relationship  between 
the  national  office  staff,  field 
representatives  and  the  local 
volunteer  chapters  is  essential  to 
the  success  of  the  Foundation  s 
mission. 


Over  22,000  volun- 
teers throughout  42 
local  Chapters  raise 
funds  through  special 
benefit  programs, 
membership  drives 
and  federated 
campaigns. 
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LISTEN. 


Ron  Class  Burt  Reynolds 


LonI  Anderson  Polly  Holliday 


r - " 


Ka(heHr>c  Helmond  Barbara  Eden 


Gregory  Harrison  lamie  Farr 


PUBLIC  EDUCATION 


w. 

* That  good  IS  vision 
in  research  if  it's  kept  secret?  The 
Foundation's  commitment  to 
sharing  information  about  RP 
research  within  the  scientific  com- 
munity as  well  as  to  the  general 
public  is  unique 

Complementary  to  the  pro- 
fessional education  program  is 
the  Foundation's  national  public 
awareness  program  During  the 
last  year,  Polly  Holliday  (TVs  "Flo"l 
accepted  the  role  of  National 
Honorary  Chairman  and  in  this 
capacity  appeared  on  a number 
of  talk  shows,  including  The  lohn 
Davidson  Show  (Los  Angeles), 
"Panorama"  (Washington,  D C I 
and  "People  Are  "Biking  " (Balti- 
more). She  was  also  featured  in  a 
number  of  newspaper  and  maga- 
zine articles.  For  the  first  time, 
one  of  the  Foundation's  public 
service  ads  (featuring  Polly 
Holliday)  appeared  in  Time  and 
Newsweek  magazines  and  re- 
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ceived  national  circulation  total-  Brrjkaw  Lloyd  Bridges  Barbara 
ing  7 million  people  Barrie  Conrad  Bain  Lloyd 

The  Foundation  through  the  Nolan  Pete  Shaw  and  Connie 
ccx5peration  of  the  cable  USA  Stevens 

Network,  received  TV  coverage 
during  the  NHL  Ice  Hockey  Stan- 
ley Cup  playoffs  All  Star  Bobby 
Smith  and  General  Manager  Lou 
Nanne  of  the  Minnesota  North 
Stars  cooperated  in  the  produc- 
tion of  specially  prepared  spots 

The  National  Football 
League  accepted  the  RP  Founda- 
tion in  its  public  service  televi- 
sion and  radio  broadcasts  for  the 
Fall  (81-821  season  Phil  Simms  of 
the  New  Mark  Giants  is  featured  in 
the  spot 

f^rtidpating  in  the  year's 
radio  campaigns  on  over  4 000 
radio  stations  nationwide  were 
such  celebrities  as  Burt  Reynolds, 

Carroll  O'Connor  David  Brenner. 

Robert  Merrill.  Nancy  Marchand. 

Polly  Holliday,  Howard  Hesseman 
lamie  Farr.  Dr  loyce  Brothers  Tom 


TREASURER'S  MESSAGE 


lin  fiscal  1981,  total 
combined  unrestricted  revenues 
of  national  headquarters  and  its 
affiliated  chapters  amounted  to 
SI  ,227,198.  a 9%  increase  over 
fiscal  1980  Once  again,  this 
growth  was  made  possible  by  the 
dedication  and  commitment  of 
our  volunteer  network  and  the 
contributions  of  many  individuals, 
foundations  and  corporations. 
Unrestricted  program  services 
expense  increased  14%  over 
1980  fromSI.037.969to 
SI. 1 88.467  This  increase  is  due 
in  large  part  to  our  continued 
expansion  of  research  and  human 
services. 

We  are  very  proud  to  report 
that  of  the  total  revenues  in 
fiscal  1981 , 86%  was  expended  for 
our  program  services  (including 
58%  for  research).  12%  was  ex- 
pended for  management  and 
general  expenses  and  only  7% 
for  fund  raising  expenses  The 
total  of  these  percentages  exceeds 
100%  due  to  the  576,181  deficit 
resulting  principally  from  the 
increase  in  research  grants 


awarded  in  fiscal  1981 

Total  public  support  and 
revenues  for  fiscal  year  1980 
includes  a 5630,000  restricted  gift 
awarded  to  the  Foundation  to 
establish  a professorship  in 
ophthalmology  for  the  study  of 
retinal  degenerations  at  Harvard 
University  In  addition,  research 
expenses  for  fiscal  year  1980 
include  a 5700,000  grant  awarded 
by  the  Foundation  to  establish 
this  professorship 

The  Board  of  Ttustees  has 
approved  planned  expenditures 
for  support  of  awards  and  grants 
to  research  facilities  and  other 
specific  research  programs  (in 
addition  to  the  grant  awarded  to 
Harvard  University  in  19801  for 
the  three  years  ending  lune  30, 
1984  approximating  S3, 100.000 
Accordingly,  the  Board  has 
designated  the  total  unrestricted 
current  fund  balance  of 
51.272.095  at  lune  30. 1981 
for  research  purposes  It  is 
expected  that  expenditures  under 
these  research  programs  will 
approximates)  000.000  for  the 


16 


year  ending  lune  30,  1982 
Our  combined  financial 
statements  have  been  preftared 
in  conformity  with  generally 
accepted  accounting  principles 
for  voluntary  health  and  welfare 
organizations  and  have  been 
audited  by  Peat,  Marwick,  Mitchell 
& Co , independent  certified 
public  accountants 

The  Retinitis  Pigmentosa 
Foundation  meets  the  standards 
of  the  National  Information 
Bureau  and  the  eligibility  criteria 
set  forth  by  the  Office  of  Per- 


sonnel Management  for  partici- 
pation in  the  Combined  Federal 
Campaign  The  Foundation's 
programs  continue  to  be  recom- 
mended to  the  media  by  the 
Advertising  Council.  Inc 

The  national  headquarters 
budget  is  reviewed  and  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Trustees 

Sallie  W Cushner 

Vice  rvesideni  and  Treavuref 


HOW  YOUR  DOLLAR  WAS  SPENT  BY  NATIONAL  HEADOUARTERS 
AND  CHAPTERS  IN  FISCAL  YEAR  1980-81 


PROGRAM  SERVICES 

RESEARCH  58% 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  & EDUCATION  19  5%  mim 
HUMAN  SERVICES  9 2% 

SUPPORTING  SERVICES 

MANAGEMENT  & GENERAL  12% 

FUND  RAISING  7%  Wm 


I 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
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NATIONAI.  retinitis  pigmentosa  foundation.  INC  AND  AFFILIATED  CHAPTERS 
Combined  Statement  of  Suptxirt.  Revenue  and  Expenses  and  ChanRcs  in  Fund  Balances 
Year  ended  lune  30  IP8I  with  comparative  totals  for  1080 


Public  support  and  revenue 
Public  support 

Contributions  received  from  individuals,  corporations  and  foundations 
Special  events,  net  of  direct  costs  of  $269,864  in  1981  IS232.255  in  19801 
Total  public  support 
Grant  from  governmental  agency 
Interest  income 

Total  public  support  and  revenue 

Expenses 
Program  services 
Research 

Public  health  education 
Human  services 
Total  program  services 
Supporting  services 
Management  and  general 
Fund  raising 

Total  supporting  services 
Total  expenses 

Excess  Ideficiencyl  of  public  support  and  revenue  over  expenses 
Other  changes  in  fund  balances — office  furniture  and  equipment  acquisitions 
from  unrestricted  current  funds 
Fund  balances  at  beginning  of  year 
Fund  balances  at  end  of  year 

For  a complete  copy  of  the  audited  combined  financial  statements  as  of  and  for 
the  year  ended  lune  30. 1981  please  write  to  the  National  office 


1981 

Building 


Current  funds equipment  Total  all  funds 


Unrestricted 

Restricted 

fund 

1981 

1980 

S 628912 

S 133371 

S — 

$ 762  283 

SI  327  230 

435  636 

— 

— 

435636 

393603 

1 ,064.548 

133  371 

— 

1 197919 

1 720833 

— 

14  875 

— 

14  875 

17  980 

162650 

39  251 

— 

201  901 

191  162 

1 227  198 

187497 

— 

1 414695 

1 929  975 

818  083 

818083 

1 405  136 

261.223 

II  979 

2938 

276  139 

303  040 

109.161 

21052 

588 

130802 

98  202 

1 188467 

33031 

3526 

1 225024 

1 806  378 

164  1 19 

5 040 

1 763 

170924 

169427 

90938 

3404 

588 

94  928 

69603 

255  057 

8 444 

2 351 

265  852 

239,030 

1.443  524 

41  475 

5 877 

SI  490876 

S2  045  408 

(2163261 

146022 

(5  8771 

16  4381 

— 

6438 

1.494  859 

82.221 

25.875 

$1,272,095 

S 228243 

S26436 

CHAPTERS: 


Affiliate  Gtapters 
Alabama 

Blrmirmham  Chapter  ISOH  Nazha  Circle 

Dirmincham  Al.  35241  ■205-<>67'0102 

Mr  Rick  Dodd  PrcMdent 

Mobile  Chaplet  2351  North  McVSiy  Dr 

Mobile.  Al.  30605  205-47R-5.130 

M<i  Escuc  Frosl 

Arizorta 

Greater  Phoenix-TXicson  Chapter  65«3  North 
Scottsdale  Rd  'Suite  1-203  Scottsdale 
AR 85253  ei02-OQM‘JI0 
Ms  Barbara  Feldman 
Califomla 

Oranftc  County  Chapter  14839laliscoRd 
U Mirada  CAb0638  714.521-3770 
Mr  Sam  Miller  President 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Chapter  I'W)  California  St 

San  Francisco  CA'MlOb  dl5.3O7-3400-Wdrk 

415-771-9352-Home 

Mr  Leslie  Hams 

Connecticut 

Connecticut  Chapter  lOVirjtinia  Dr 
Easton  Cr 06612  203-374-3303 
Mr  Murray  Klem  President 
District  of  Columbia 

Greater  Washington  DC  Chapter  6021  Neilwood 
Dr  Rockcille  MD 20852  30I-881-3776 
Dr  lack  Gould  President 
Florida 

CentralFloridaChapter  PO  Box  1571  Ujngi^ood 

n.  32750  305-862-0352 
Mrs  lanet  Chailos  Prriidcnt 


Dade  Breward  Ctraixer  3703  N E I66lh  St 
North  Miami  Beach  FI  33IW)  305-947-3875 
Mr  Dill  Edell  PriSHfcnt 

Lee-Cotlier'227 Cypress W'ay  Naples  FL 33940 
813-597-1895 

Mrs  Rebecca  Mazmcchi  President 

Georgia 

Atlanta  Chapter 

1322  Bnarwood  Rd  NE  Apt  I8H  Atlanta 

CA303I9404-261-2366 

Call  Handler  Presideni 

Illinois 

Chica«o  Chapter  1011  South  Waiota  t^range 
IL  60525  312-354-4620 
Mrs  Ann  Rasch  President 
Indiana 

Indianapolis  Chapter  240  Lynwood  Dr  New 
Whitcland  IN  46184 -317.535-81 19 
Mr  Ed  SudirtR  President 

Kentucky 

Eastern  Kentucky  Chapter  l20RwRd 

Whiiesbufft  KY4IB58  606-633-448hBusinessi 

Bernice  Williams  President 

Louisville  Chapter  8804  MarksfieW  Road 

Louisville  KY  40222  502-458.5303 

Mr  Bruce  Bcsien  President 

Louisiana 

Louisiana  Chapter  PO  Box  73686  Metane  LA 
70033  50-I-888-J332 
Ms  Ann  Ashton  President 


m 


Maryland 

Hdllimore  Chapter 'PO  Box  5773  Ballimore  MD 

21208 '301.655. ION 

Mr  Hersch  Levm  President 

Mid-ShoreChafWer'Rt  I Box 97 'Church  Hills  MD 

21623  30I.556/.124 

Mrs  ICilhlcen  'Ibylor  President 

Massachusetts 

Massachusetts  Chapter  'RFT)A2Box  175 'Shirley 
MA01464  617-534.3770 
Mr  Bill  Manser  President 
Michigan 

MKhigan  Chapter  1990  East  bncoin  Birmirrgham 

Ml 48008  3I3-«4^M03 

Mr  lames  Ncili  President 

SaginaiA’ Valley  Chapter  "2514  Hermarrsau  St 

Saginaw  Ml  48602  •517-755.2762 

Mr  Thomas  1 Ryan  President 

Missouri 

Greater  St  Louis  Chapter  7829Delmont  'St 
Louis  Ml  63123  314.832.3271 
Mr  lohnA  Dower  President 
Nevada 

Southern  Nevada  Chapter  'PO  Box  2070 
HeixJerson  N\'890I5  702-565-8604 
Mrs  Unda  Neven  President 
New  Jersey 

New  Icrsey  Chapter  PO  Box  449  Pnf>ceton  Nl 
08540  e09.924«)34Otficc 
Mrs  Lura  Cund  President 
New  York 

Bfonx-Wesichester  Chapter  24  Manger  Circle 
Pelham  Manor  NY  10803  O|4.738-4|40 
Mrs  Estelle  Kessler  Ptesideni 


Bmoklyn  Chapter. 'PO  Brnt  350  R>der  Siatdn 

BrocAfyn  NY  1 1234 --212.434.1045 

Mrs  Helen  D®v»s  PieMderw 

lortg  Island  Chapter-'  10  Shorr  Dr  'Roifyr*  NY  1 1576 

5I6-4A4-0830 

Mrs  Florence  Tbnelsoo  President 
Manhattan  Chapter 'PO  Box  229  Craoe  Square 
Station  New  Vbrk  NY  10028  7l2.369.5yj0 
Mr  A/thur  Bookbinder  President 
North  Carolina 

Pyidmoni  Chapter -1020  East  Wendener  <%e 
Greensboro  NC  27405--9I9.294-373I 
Mrs  Manlyn  Green  f^esidenf 
Ohio 

Greater  Cleveland  Chapter  '12401  OakwwBhd 
Garfield  Heights  OH  44125/216475.3089 
Mrs  l^t  Sannn  President 
Pennsylvania 

AllentowTi-Bethlehem.Eastcn‘  3550  Rocky  Larw 

Easton  W 18042  215-252-0322 

Mr  Donald  lames  Presjdent 

Greater  Philadelphia  Chapttr  2033  Cast  Anaona 

St  Philadelphia  PA  l9|25-7i5-739«42 

Mrs  Susan  Oardy  (Resident 

Rhode  Island 

Rhode  Island  Chapter  PO  Box  1014  Hope5blley 
Rl  02832  401.539-8411 
Mr  Anthony  Weliuo  President 
South  Carolina 

BiueRdgeChapter  250 Lowndes j%e  Creenvtlle 

SC29607  803-232-205I 

Irene McMabn  PhD  President 


Tennessee 

V^-est  Tennc«^v  Owplct  1812  .Maclcoi!  Memphis 
TN  18110  OOl-ftMIW? 

Mr  Mike  Mellon  PreMdent 

Texas 

Dallas  Chapter  4626  Mill  Creek  Rc«l 

Dallas  1^71214  2I4-1«6-'JI11 

Mr  Donald  Funt  President 

Houston-Culf  Coast  Chapter  '601  Hferson  Suite 

2110  Houston  TX 77002  711-610-ft7l! 

Mr  Bob  Cleveland  President 
Utah 

UtahChapter  4l‘>6Afcnnadi  Rd  'SaltLakeOty 

UT84n7  801-278-Wi 

Mis  Martha  Lapetina  President 

Virginia 

Ceniral  Virginia  Chapter  PO  Bca4r»  St  Stephens 
Church  VA  21148  804-760.2260 
Mr  lohn ) Ttagescr  President 
Washington 

Puget  Sound  Chapter  THOIIstAae  NE  Seattle 

WA08I11  206-122-1121 

Miss  Mary  Mohrman  President 

Wisconsin 

MilwaukceChapter  PO  Box2l060  Milwaukee  Wl 
11221  414421-7064 
Ms  Connie  Bubnich  Presidcni 


Volunteer  Inforrtvaiion  Resource  Centers 
Alabama 

Mr  Tbm  Elliott  'PO  Box  2188  MuscIeShoals  Al. 
11660  ■201-181-1110 


Alaska 

Mrs  Norma  lean  McCorele  PO  Box  410  luneau 

AK  fXWn:  007-186-2471 

California 

Ms  lennifer  Williamson  I041S  Street  FresTvo  CA 
73721  W-207486-1470  H-207.227-6f)16 
Ms  luliaCrcM?s'I!27DAw  Apt  B 'National Oly 
CA 02010  ■H-714474.1281  RP-714  477.4486 

Colorado 

Mr  Bob  Martin  1l72VictorSt  Aurora  C0800II 

101-1644112 

Hawaii 

Ms  Caroline  Lim  41-171 /"wancnc  Way  Kam^ 

HI  06744  808-247-0770 

Kansas 

Mr  and  Mrs  FranosStambaugh  Box  171 
Syracuse  KS67878  116-1S4-7410 
Maine 

Mrs  Ellen  Pelkey  76AfOOStookai*sr  ■.Milltnockei 

ME  04462  207-7214118 

Michigan 

Ms  Beverly  Breas  1011  Ferris  Street  NW’  Grand 

Rapids  Ml  47104  616-784-7281 

Minnesota 

Mr  Tom  Uiewski  16115  4th  Street  *'200* 
Minneapolis  MN 11414  6I2-118'0880 
Montana 

Mrs  Serena  Kraft  Bob  478  Black  Eagle  StTi74U 

406-162-1142 

New  York 

Mr  ElletvCibbs-2BaffaloA,enue*ll  Niagara 
Falls  NY  14101  7I6-2fU-6200 
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Ohio 

Mrs  kwe  Myers  41  Trotvwifrf  Bhri  kkW 
Trntwood  OH  41426  111-8V1-2020 
Oklahoma 

Mr  William  Weskers  I146S  76rh  East  A^uc 

TUlsa  OK74II2-7I8-661-5111 

Oregon 

Mr  Larry  Harper  If  1 SW  Hamvjn  Street '7-A 
Portland  OR  77201  101-222-7481 
Pennsylvania 

Mr  Neil  Appleby  4711  Delbroc*  Road 
MecKmics^rg  IHITOW  717-761-4707 
Ms  lamceKerlty  1241  Blue  lay  Pittsburgh  W 
11241  4I2-72M672 
Texas 

Mr  Phil  Green  PO  Box  17004  Fort  Worth  TX 

76102  817.7264y«1 

Wyoming 

Mr  loseph  Schrdoch  PO  Box  1810  Casper  WY 
82602  107-214-2114 


Foreign  RP  Foundations 
Argentina 

FureoaiFundaciooRPOeAfgefitina*  LursCnscd'/ 
Vice  President  Malabia  2r»Y37-IO  Capital  Fcdc^' 
Buenos  Aircs  Aroennna 
Australia 

Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Societv of  New  Sewth  wales 
waiter  Bolin  President  fVtx1220  CPO  Sidney 
2001  Australia 

Retini|rsPigmenK>saAssooaiipo  mSooth 
Australia  iRMSAi  M'ke'fccles  Secretae, 

C 27  Norihcote Street  TwrensviHe  SA  1011 
Australia 


WWr^  AjisrrVv#  RPIrxirtl^'- r I'  tyoi  r,«rv<f 
Presidenr  41Sr'rtfO  P/«»J  ingles»rrrj  W‘»^e" 
Aust’-r^w^/K?  Aost'a''.* 

Canada 

‘►afirie«lRPf'*jnrl*f*>n'/r,,»w*da  la.  Maor 

Presrleni  I Scerl-raCreverr  <yj  •»- Ml  "te/rifo 

r.tar«^.MV;2f1  (^rj¥U  Phr  <*•  4ir,y>i-1AfA 
Flnlarvd 

F-nnrsh  RPSorrf*^.  Heieo^  v.^tasaa*' 

AJkutie4IF  U.  i.rwnrj 

Irtdia 

RPSoreey 'VflangaV'e  f* 

Prrs«k*rt  ItA  1 South  Crr.ss  R'«vl  HasararvM^i 
ElangaW«-SW>*  irrlu  Phrr*-6?7V76m7 
Israel 

DrrxanV^kn  r)erw'TrTve*'t  ■ 6 rteprew 

Uni^rrsity  terusalerr  Krael 

South  AIrka 

South  Afnrar  Rctir^'tis  PigmentoM  S«  nety  C»na 
Faakerley  Ph D Pretdent  Brn  121 
77nO  Carr'R’wn  Cape  Prwnrr  South  *Jna 
Switrerland 

Sw«s  RPAssocwtion  Dr  Fsrhee  Sv;-gr,*rd 
Secretarv  Schcuchaefsrrasse  24  CM-8fn6Zu<^ 
Sfyordand 
United  Kingdom 

Bmish  RP  Societv  Lvmda  Onjmrrwirt.W’aikcr 
Secrclarv  24  PiVner  Close  Resfh  S<ifw-y 
RHI4BX  England 


West  Germany 

German  Ret'n'tTSPvgTier'f.-isaSrre'e.  Ra-*ak3 
nxi  GiAeki  Prescient  Wiiwer  v.  r Street  17 
6167  Ka'be"  wwt  Germam 


WHERE  WE  ARE  LOOTED 


National 

Retinitis  Pigmentosa 
Foundation.  Inc. 

8331  Mindale  Circle 
Baltimore.  Maryland  21207 
30I-655-I0II 

TDD-30I-655-1 190  ffordeafi 


\ I (y-4  o-t  ' 

VISIONS 
19  8 1 
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National  Retinitis  Pigmentosa  Foundation 


1 luman  Services 


Public  Education 


Volunteer  Network 


riit*  needs  ol  individuals  wlni  suddenly 
discover  thai  il\ey  arc  gradually  losing  iheir 
vision  from  degeneraiivc  diseases  of  ihe  reiina 
grow  witli  every  diffcreni  daily  cncounicr.  The 
Voundaiion's  Human  Services  program  was 
developed  to  help  these  people  to  better  deal  with 
the  difficulties  which  are  unique  to  this  group  of 
progressive  hereditablc  visual  disorders. 

Through  a major  outreach  program,  screening 
centers  for  the  Night  Vision  Aid  have  expanded 
from  1.^  to  17  in  the  last  year.  This  increases  the 
opportunity  for  individuals  to  obtain  screening  of 
low  vision  devices  such  as  the  ITT  Night  Vision 
Aid. 

.A  cooperative  program  with  the  Clorning 
Glass  Works  Corporation  has  resulted  in  the 
availability  of  new  sunglasses  for  the  patient  with 
retinitis  pigmentosa, 

l*or  the  first  time,  a survey  was  undertaken  to 
determine  the  unique  needs  of  young  people  who 
have  retinal  degenerative  discasc.s. 

Also  through  the  Human  Services  department, 
plans  were  developed  for  a national  conference 
which  would  draw  together,  for  the  first  time, 
professionals  and  researchers  in  the  field  and 
individuals  from  around  the  world. 

A brochure  geared  to  the  newly  diagnosed  RP 
patient  was  developed  and  distributed  to  all  eye 
doctors  in  the  country.  As  a result,  hundreds  of 
new  patients  were  introduced  to  the  Foundation 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  dialogue  maintained  through  the  Human 
Services  program  is  essential  to  both  the  growth 
of  the  Foundation  and  the  expansion  of  its 
research  program. 


'I'he  Foundation’s  commitment  to  sharing 
information  about  RP  research  within  the 
scientific  community  as  well  as  to  the  general 
public  is  unique. 

Gomplemcniary  to  the  professional  education 
program  is  the  P’oundation’s  national  public 
awareness  j)rogram.  During  the  last  year.  Polly 
1 lolliday  ('TV’s  “F'lo”)  accepted  the  role  of 
National  I lonorary  Ghairman  and  in  this 
capacity  appeared  on  a number  of  talk  shows, 
including  the  John  Davidson  Show'  (Los 
Angeles),  “Panorama"  (Washington,  JLG.)  and 
“People  Are  Talking"  (Baltimore).  .She  was  also 
featured  in  a number  of  newspaper  and 
magazine  articles.  For  the  first  time,  one  of  the 
Foundation’s  public  service  ads  (featuring  Polly 
Holliday)  appeared  in  I'unc  and  S'cvnivvek 
magazines  and  received  national  circulation 
totaling?  million  people. 

I'he  F'oundaiion.  through  the  cooperation  of 
the  cable  US, A Network,  received  TV  coverage 
(luring  the  NHL  Ice  I lockey  Stanley  Gup 
playoffs.  All  Star  Bobby  Smith  and  General 
Manager  Lou  Nanne  of  the  Minnesota  North 
Stars  cooperated  in  the  production  of  specially 
prepared  spots. 

The  National  Football  League  accepted  the 
RP  Foundation  in  its  public  service  television 
and  radio  broadcasts  for  the  Fall  (8 1-82)  .season. 
Phil  Simms  of  the  iNcw’  York  Giants  is  featured 
in  the  spot. 

Participating  in  the  year’s  radio  campaigns  on 
over  4.000  radio  stations  nationwide  were  such 
‘ cleijriiics Burt  Reynolds.  Carroll  O’Gonnor, 
D.tvn'r  Brejmer.  Rolx-rt  .Merrill.  Nancy 
MarchanH  PolF,  Holliday,  Howard  Ilesseman, 
Jatiiie  . . ••  D;  J.ah  Brothers, Tom  Brokaw, 
i.h'-.d  Bridge  liarbar.a  Barrie.  Gonrad  Bain. 

’ ’ i '•  ■•l.tii.  i’cic  Sluiw  and  Gonnie 


'I'he  KP  f oundation  has.  through  Its  60 
affiliate  grouf)s.  mobilized  a workforce  of  over 
22.000  dedicated  volunteers.  The  volunteers 
provide  the  energy,  coopcraiitm  and  strength  for 
the  special  event  fundraisers,  the  health  fairs,  the 
hike-a-thonsand  countless  other  RP  events.  At 
the  same  time,  they  provide  morale  and 
emotional  supfxjri  Ijy  acting  as  information  and 
referral  units  for  newly  diagnosed  people  with 
retinitis  pigmentosa.  U.shrr’s  syndrome  or 
macular  degeneration. 

Importantly  these  volunteer  hours  liberate  the 
RP  Foundation  from  the  necessity  of  a staff 
operation  thus  freeing  up  more  dollars  for  critical 
research  projects.  .A  cooperative  relationship 
between  the  national  office  .staff,  field 
reprc.scntative.s  and  the  local  volunteer  chapters 
is  essential  to  the  success  of  the  Foundation's 
mission. 

Volunteer  Information  Resource 
Centers  (VIRC’s): 


Juneau.  .\K 
907.586-2493 

Niag;jra  Falls,  NV 
716-284-6200 

Muscle. Sh().ils,  .AL 

Troiw'ood,  OH 

205-381-1 1 in 

513-854-2020 

Fresno.  C:.A 

\V-209.486-1490 

H-209-227.6036 

Tulsa.  OK 
918-663-5555 

Kanoehc,  HI 
808-247-0970 

Poriland,  OR 
503-222-7483 

Syracuse.  KS 
316-384-7430 

.Mcchanitsburg.  P.\ 
717-761-4907 

Millinockci  MF 

207-723-43^ 

Pittsburgh.  PA 
412-923-1692 

6I6-78C-928I 

Fort  Worth,  TX 
817-926-6953 

Minneapolis,  .M\ 
‘12-338-08811 

(Jasper.  \VV 
307-234-2534 

Pof  .MT 

(;rants 


Treasurer’s  Message 


Cenlrr  Grams:  1980-1981  1981-1982 

Grani.s  Commitments 


Insiiiuic  of  (Jphihalmnicigy.  $102,503 
University  of  London. 

MiMirnclris  Lyr  nosp11.1l. 

London.  Kngland 

$100,000 

College  of  Physicians  & $ 65.451 

.Surgeons,  Columbia 

Univci-sily,  New  Vork 

Ciiy.NY 

$ 87,{)00 

Cullen  Lye  Insiiiuie.  U.iylor  $127,906 
College  of  Medicine. 

1 lerm.inn  Eye  Ontrr, 

Univcrsiiyof  Texas 

Medie.1l  .SchiKil.  I Illusion, "I'.X 

$137,156 

University  of  Illinois  Eye  (k  $ 32,637 
E.ir  Inlimiary;  (.hiiago,  IL 

$ 40.fMK) 

Medic.il  College  of  \’irginia,  $ 51,923 
N'irgini.i  ('ommonwealth 

L'niv.,  Kicbtnonil.  V2\ 

S 45.996 

The  Bcrman-CJund  $110,373 

Lalxiraiory  for  tlic  .Study  of 

Retinal  Dcgeneraiionsat 
the  Massachusetts  Eye  and 

E,ir  Inrirm.»ry,  ll.irvard 

Medical  .ScluMtl.  Hosum. M;\ 

$131,146 

’I'lic  New  York  University  $ 84.100 

Medical  Cenier,  New 

York.  NY 

$ 43.823 

ThcWilmcrlnsiiiuicofThe  ■$  79,252 
Johns  Hopkins  Hospital. 

Il.ilnnuire,  MI) 

s 75.547 

The  julcs. Stein  Institulc  of  $ 49.894 
the  University  of 

California  ,u  Los  .Angeles, 

Los /Angeles.  (^-\ 

S 94,578 

Other  Activities: 

Animal  F,u  iliiy  $ 25,000 

.Scieniiru  Workshop  5 17.(MX1 

S 30.f)00 
$ 12.fHH) 

Career  Development 

Award: 

Samuel  Ci  J.irohson  $ 32,624 

S 43,200 

In  (iv.ii  I VHl , iot.ll  (oniljinrd  iirirrMraird  rrsriiursof  n.i* 
liori.ll  lir,irl({u.irirr>  .iiirt  ii\  .iffi|i,itr(l  (iMptrrs  nmounird  lo 
$1.227, 1'^H,  .1  irirfr.isr  ovrr  fiw.il  IWtJ  I nminr ird 
()roi{r.im  «Tviir%  ifKrr.isrH  IJ^ovrr  IVHtJ  from  $ J 
lo  $l,lWH,4f)7  dur  lo  rxp.insion  of  rev.inh  .md  himi<in 
scrviirv 

VVr  .irr  vrrv  proud  lo  rr(x<ri  ihji  of  ifir  loul  rrvrnurs 
tcinvrd  in  fiM  j|  1981 , 86%  w,i\  rxjx'ndrd  for  our  prot^rnm 
srrvjir^  fiiuludiiii{  SH%  for  rrwdrrh^  f2%  wd»rxf>rndf^  for 
iii.in.igrmrni  .ind  jjpnpr.il  pxfjcti\r>  .uid  only  7%  for  fund 
r.iiMni(  px()cn'irx  llir  toi,iI  of  iliw  fvrirnuijrt  rxircds 
HHI%  dur  lo  ifir  $76,181  drfidi  trsuliiiii;  prinupdlly  from 
chr  ini  rr.ivin  rrv.inh  nr.inis  .iw.irdrt|  in  fiwiil  J6HI 

f'oial  pobtii  «up|x>ri  .iiid  rrvrrlur^  for  Iim.iI  vr.ir  t6Kt>in> 

I ludr^  .1  SbMt.tKM)  rr^n  u trd  i{ifl  .m.irdrd  lo  ifir  ^olJnd.ltlol) 
lo  rsl.ibliih  .1  profr^virsfiip  in  ophlhalmoloi^y  for  ihr  siud> 
of  rriin.il  drQrnrr.iiions  .11  ll.trs.ird  I'lii^rr^iiv  In  .iddiiion. 


irtejKh  rxyrn^n  lot  IivaI  >rdr  fVW>  inrl'Vlr  4 

^rjni  dMrardrd  l/y  ihr  f-ourtdaiKin  to  r«raUi*h  rfo* 

prof<nw»rihip 

Ihr  lUtAfii  (4  Tru%trrs  fid*  dpprrr>rd  fAAnntd  rx^ndt* 
rum  hit  *upfx/rr  rA  award*  and  grant*  lo  rr«rarrh  fvifi<>n 
and  rxhrr  *perifir  rrsrarrfi  prograrm  On  addtiyx)  fo  ifw 
gram  awards  10  li4t\4ftt  l.'nivmify  in  I9¥)f  for  ihr  rhrrr 
>rar*  rnding  jurw  Vt.  I *>84  approximafing  Ai  • 

fofdmgJ*.  ihr  Board  ha*  drtiwiatrd  ihr  imaJ  unrrurKtrd 
rurrrni  l^und*  fulanrrrd  $1,272  WS  ai  j>ine  V),  IV8I  Ui€  rr- 
*rarrh  purpr/sr*  ll  1*  rxfirt  ird  that  rxr^ndirurr*  ondrr  ihr»r 
rrvarrh  (wogram*  will  approximacr  i\ 'hr  *rxr 
rnding  Junr  Vt,  1682 


Sallir  W Cu*hnrr 

Vnr  PrrMdrni  and  I rraMjrrr 


N'A'I  IONAI,  KK  I INl ns  I'lClMK.V  TOSA  l OL  N'OATION,  1\(.. 
AND  AI'  I-  IMA  TKIJ  CIIAPTKKS 


Carmbined  Sliitemcnt  of  Support,  Revenue  and  £xf>enses 
and  Changes  in  Fund  Balances 


Year  ended  June  30,  1981 

1981 

Building 

Public  support  and  revenue: 

Pubhi  sup|xiri 

(Joninbuiinns  received  Irom  individuals. 

Current  funds 
Unrestricled  Retiricled 

and 

equipment 

fund 

Total  ail  fund* 
1981  1980 

(orpiraiions  and  foundations 
.Siiec  i.il  events,  net  of  direct  costs  of  $269,864 

$ 628.912 

133.371 

"62.283 

1.327.230 

in  1981  ($232,255  in  1980) 

435.636 

- 

_ 

435.636 

393.603 

Toi.il  public  support 

1.184.548 

133.371 

- 

1.197.919 

1.720x33 

(;rani  from  govcrnmrmal  .igrnty 



14.875 

_ 

14.875 

r.98rt 

Interest  income 

162.650 

39.251 

— 

2^)1.901 

191.162 

Toial  public  support  and  revenor 

1.227.198 

187.497 

- 

I.4I4.695 

1.929.9'S 

Ex|>enses: 

Program  services 

Research 



_ 

818.083 

1.405.136 

Public  hcalih  cduc.uuin 

261.223 

11.979 

2.938 

276.139 

303.04/> 

Human  services 

109.161 

21.052 

588 

130.802 

98.202 

Total  program  services 

1.188.46" 

33.031 

3.526 

1.225.024 

I.806.37X 

-Supporiing  services. 

Mamigcmeni  and  general 

164.119 

5.040 

1.763 

170.924 

169.427 

Fund  raising 

90.938 

3.404 

>88 

94.928 

69.603 

Total  supporting  services 

255.03" 

8.444 

2.351 

265.853 

239.030 

Toial  expenses 

1.443.524 

4 1.475 

5.877  1 

1.490.876 

2,t»45.44t8 

Excess  (dericiency)  of  public  support  jod 

revenue  over  expenses 

f2l6.326) 

146.022 

(5.8"7, 

Other  changes  in  fund  balances  .rllufi'  .,nd 

equipment  acquisitions  from  unresini !- 

(6.438) 

6.438 

Fund  balances  at  beginning  of  year 

1.494.839 

82.221 

25.875 

Fund  balances  at  end  of  year 

Forammpleiccopyofiheaudit.ple.  . . , 

S1.2"2.095 

228.243 

26.436 

■ 

Executive  Dircelor’s  Message 


With  this  annual  report,  the  Rl’ 
I'oundalion  begins  its  1 1 ih  year  of  opertttion. 
While  most  organizations  arrive  itt  such 
thresholds  with  triumph,  ours,  as  might  be 
exported,  is  a hiilerswccl  dislineiion.  We  arc 
proud  of  the  distance  we  have  come  but 
distippointcd  that  our  quest  for  such  difficult 
answers  is  still  incomplete.  Our  initial  zeal 
and  enthusiasm  for  success  has  been  replaced 
with  a determined  realization  that 
continuing  a methodical  approach  will  work 
and  our  goals  will  he  achievetl! 

During  this  past  yettr,  the  h’oundation’s 
tichicvemems  include  the  following: 

• new  Director  of  Development  was 
hired  to  develop  and  exiitmd  a national 
fundraising  effort  for  corportitions  and 
foundations. 

• .'V  1 lumtm  Services  Rrogram  which 
established  new  goals  and  dimensions 
and  increased  the  national  registry 
substantially. 

• .‘\n  extensive  coordinated  Public 
.■\warencss  Program  which  reached  an 
audience  in  excess  of  140  million 
people  during  the  past  year. 

No  Executive  Director's  report  would  be 
complete  without  the  appropriate  word  of 
thanks  to  the  22,000  volunteers  working 
around  the  country,  the  national  staff  and 
field  representatives  who  assist  them  and  the 
National  Board  of  Trustees. 


Dennis  L.  Hartenstine 
Exccuiise  nirc<iiir 


Message  Irom  the  lioarcl 


While  rescan  h into  ihc  workings  of  the 
eye  have  been  ongoing  for  thousands  of  years, 
it  is  only  within  the  last  ten  years  that  a 
formalized  coneentraied  approach  to  retinal 
degenerative  diseases  has  been  instituted. 
With  the  formation  of  the  National  HP 
Foundation  in  197!  and  the  dedication  of  the 
Berman-fiund  lab  in  1974.  research 
specifically  geared  for  this  one  family  of 
blinding  eye  disorders  began. 

In  ten  short  years,  the  field  of  research  into 
retinal  degenerative  diseases  has  grown  a 
hundredfold.  The  RF  Foundation  has  been 
the  driving  force  behind  this  growth.  Fiy 
providing  direction  and  coordination  through 
the  leadership  of  its  Scientific  Advisory 
Board,  an  expanding  scries  of  research 
projects  have  been  undertaken  in  an 
organized,  focused  approach — each 
subsequent  project  building  on  the  success  or 
failure  of  the  previf)us  one. 

These  individual  investigative  efforts  have 
all  been  undertaken  within  the  context  of  an 
extraordinary  spirit  of  cooperation.  Case 
information,  medical  histories,  and  results 
arc  all  shared  and  discussed  and 
evaluated — in  almost  constant  dialogue. 

The  Foundation’s  philosophy  to  provide 
“seed”  money  (initial  investment  capital)  for 
promising  research  efforts  has  proven 
successful  in  triggering  federal  support 
through  the  National  Eye  ln.stitute.  Each 
dollar  raised  by  the  Foundation  has  actually 
produced  additional  dollars  for  retinal 
research. 

Now  with  this  report  as  wc  look  back  on 
the  first  ten  years,  wc  see  major 
accomplishments 

• a growth  in  the  number  of  talented  eye 
specialists  who  have  dedicated  their 


work,  their  ideas  and  ter  hniques  to 
these  problems. 

• a revolution  in  the  testing  of  individuals 
to  diagnose  retinal  degenerative 
disca.scs. 

• a greater  awareness  of  the  numlier  of 
people  vs'ho  are  affrt  led,  the  nerds  of 
these  individuals  and  their  ability  to 
[jersevcrc. 

Vet  with  these  developments  we  are 
impatient  with  the  rate  of  our  prfrtjrrss — and 
w e will  remain  impatient  as  long  as 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  fxrople  continue  to 
lose  their  vision  to  these  insidious  eye 
diseases. 

As  wc  enter  our  second  deradr,  our  goal 
continues  to  be  “ific  discovery  of  the  cause, 
prevention  and  treatment  of  retinitis 
pigmentosa  and  other  inherited 
degenerations.  . .”  Inordcrtoachicsc  this 
goal,  the  Foundation  must  broaden 
substantially  its  sources  of  financial  suppr^n. 
This  is  our  commitment  for  the  eighties. 


jerry  Cardin 
Clh.iirman 


Cordon  Gund 
N'icc  C^hairman 


Bernard  Berman 


Prr^idcnl 


I.isi  orAiriliaicCliaplcrs 


VISIONS  1981 


Birinin|{liuin  CHiupIvr 

Mobile  ('liupler 
’(l‘i.47H-S4.i() 
Circalcr 

Fhooiiix-Tucson 
(■ha|)lcr 
W)2-')'>l-4yi() 
Orange  County 
Chapter 
714-S21-.1770 
San  Dief(o  C'haptcr 
41f>.4"4-H7()() 

Sun  I'runcUco  Bay 
Area  Clhapter 
415-771-93^2 
Northeast  Colorado 
C'haptcr 
303-S.V;.|619 
Connecticut  Chapter 
203-374-3303 
Greater  Washington 
D.C.  Chapter 
301-881-3776 
Central  Florida 
Chapter 
3()5.862-0352 
Dade  Broward 
Chapter 

305-947-3875 
Lee-Collier 
813-597-4895 
Atlanta  Chapter 
404-20 1-236() 
Chicago  Chapter 

312- 354-4620 
Indianapolis  Chapter 

317-535-8119 
Eastern  Kentucky 
Chapter 
606-633-4481 
(Business) 

Louisiana  Chapter 
504-888-4332 
Baltimore  Chapter 
301-655-101 1 
Mid-Shore  Chapter 
301-556-6124 
Massachusetts 
Chapter 

617-534-3770 
Michigan  Chapter 

313- 644-6403 


Saginaw  V'alley 
Chapter 
517-755-2762 
Greater  St.  I.ouis 
Clhaptcr 
314-832-3271 
Southern  Nevada 
Chapter 
7()2-,56S-H604 
New  Jersey  Chapter 
609-924-8034— Office 
Bronx-Wcstchcster 
Chapter 
914-738-4140 
Brooklyn  Chapter 
212-434-1(145 
Long  Island  Chapter 
516-484-0830 
Manhattan  Chapter 
212-369-5360 
Piedmont  Chapter 
919-294-3731 
Greater  Cleveland 
Chapter 
216-475-3089 
AIlentown-Belhlchcm- 
Easton 
215-252-0322 
Greater  Philadelphia 
Chapter 
215-739-8042 
Rliodc  Island  Chapter 
401-539-8431 
Blue  Ridge  Chapter 

803- 232-2051 
West  Tennessee 

Chapter 
901-683-8297 
Houston-Gulf  Coast 
Chapter 
713-659-8711 
Utah  Chapter 
801-278-3591 
Central  Virginia 
Chapter 

804- 769-2260 
Puget  Sound  Chapter 

206-522-3123 
Milwaukee  Chapter 
414-421-7964 
Dallas  Chapter 
214-386-9153 
Louisville  Chapter 
502-458-5.303 


ANNUAL  KKPORTOI  THE 
NATIONAL  RETINITIS 
IMGMENTOSA  FOUNDATION 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING 
JUNE,  1981 

Vision:  'Lhe  act  or  power  (tf 
imagination;  mode  of  seeing  or  ^ 
conceiving;  unusual  disternrnen^r 
foresight. 


■^1 


'iherc  tv  only  one  intcrnalioruil  cP 
or^raruzafiou  which  has  adopted  as  iS\ 
mission  the  prevention  and  treatmJ^ 
of  blinding  retinal  degenerative 
diseases  and  the  hope  of  vision 
through  vision. 


National  RP  Foundation 
8331  Mindalc  Circle 
Baltimore,  Maryland  21207 

RECEIVED 
JUN  2 9 1982 
MEM 
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